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The Ice Dams are Back!

The amount of snow cover since mid-December has had a great impact on the cause & effect in creating ice
dams on residential & commercial structures. Roof collapses have effected dozens of homes and businesses
along with personal property. The last time there were concerns and damage like this was back during the
1996-97 winter. Roof rake sales are booming if you can find them. Snow blowers are all sold out at all the big
chain home improvement outlets. Roof leaks and interior damage in homes have extended from attics into
living areas and have even permeated down into finished and unfinished basements. Homeowners are at a

loss and at the mercy of the elements if there roof underlayment does not contain an ice shield membrane.
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The major underlying problem starts with heat loss permeating through the living areas into the attic areas where lack
of proper insulation lets the heat permeate through the roof decking and melting the snow sitting on the roofing
materials. As the snow melts the water travels down the shingles past the exterior wall line and begins to freeze from
the cold air outside under eves and soffits. As more snow melts, the dams begin to get larger and large. As the dams
build up, more water running down the roof under the snowpack from heat loss from the attic, the water begins to back-
up under the roof shingles. Unless you have an ice membrane on your roof, the water will then back up under your
shingles and into your attic. Tar paper and other underlayment material other than an ice membrane will allow water to
penetrate the decking and come into your home. Every roofing nail creates another hole for water to penetrate.
Make no mistake about, ice dams form with and without the presents of gutters!

Tool shed with no form of heat, no heat loss, no ice dams or ice forms

With the proper amount of insulation and placement, at least R38 or more and adequate ventilation may provide the
same lack of interior heat loss into the attic and prevent ice dams. However as a preventative measure, roof should
always contain only 1 layer of roofing materials and have an ice membrane installed no matter what building codes
allow. Codes have requires ice shield membranes for some time and require the membrane be installed over all areas
extending past exterior walls and running up one foot past the interior side of the exterior wall line up the roof.

As you can see from the shed picture, with no heat loss, there are no signs of ice forming or dams being created.

An ideal residential attic, with adequate insulation & ventilation should provide the same or close to the same
temperature all year round. However most home lack adequate ventilation and usually show a lack of proper insulation
and/or unevenly distributed insulation.
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In the photos above, even with snow raking 6-8 feet off the front edges of the roof, multiple snow storms created a hard
pack on the bottom layer that then created ice dams further up the rood. Some of these higher ice dams were 12 to 16
feet up the roof. Mixed with the sub-freezing temperatures during the day and at night just kept snow on roofs without a
natural sunlight snow melt even on south facing structures.
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Some alturnitives are installing roof & gutter/downspout electrical heating cables which should be installed by a
qualified/licensed electrician/contractor. Some systems are self regulating, others need to be switchen on or plugged in
to an electrical outlet. Beware not to leave them turned on when no snow or ice exists. Damage to roofing materials and
or fires have done severe damage to homes.

The other alturnitive is to use a roof rake which usaually entails getting up or near the roofs edge and pulling down the
snow pack. Using ladders and being elevated above ground in cold wet/snowy/icy conditions can be hazardous to your
health. Do not get up on the roof unless you are a professional wearing a harness that is securely fastened.

Many sizes and types exist with different types of metal construction, ajustable handles, extensions and grips are
usually available.

_______________________________________

Web Sites of the month:

Avalanche snow raking video
http://www.avalanche-snow.com/
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The Phillips Snow Cutter snow raking video
http://www.snowcutter.com/
_______________________________________

What a ride!

_______________________________________

NEWS from CPSC
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 31, 2011
Release #11-115

CPSC Public Affairs: 301-504-7908
CDC Media Relations: 404-639-3286

CDC Review Finds No Link Between Problem Drywall and 11 Reported
Deaths

A review provided to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention's (CDC) National Center for Environmental Health finds that there is no evidence linking exposure to
problem drywall and 11 reported deaths. The CDC review confirms the results of previous reviews conducted by CPSC
into these deaths, which also found no link to problem drywall.

The CDC review (pdf), which was requested by CPSC, summarizes investigations by state public health authorities of
the available medical records of 11 people who died and had previously lived in or visited homes reported to contain
problem drywall. State public health authorities concluded that problem drywall was not a factor in the deaths. The
CDC review was limited to the 11 deceased individuals.

CPSC is in the final stages of completing its scientific investigation into problem drywall. As part of this process,
CPSC has requested that the CDC consider undertaking a comprehensive study of any possible long-term health
effects.

For additional findings from the Interagency Drywall Task Force's investigation, visit www.DrywallResponse.gov

_______________________________________

WOW!
An insurance company making their policy holders aware of Radon –

Now’s the time to promote radon testing to home owners not just buyers!
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American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (AARST)

national_radon_action_month

Started by Celia Rajkovich, Health Physicist at PA DEP BRP

State Farm put info about radon in their January newsletter to their policyholders as
part of Radon Action Month. Wow, was that cool, how many thousands must have
received that!

Started by Phil Jenkins, Sr. Health Physicist at Bowser-Morner, Inc.

_______________________________________

News from ACAC: (formally the American Indoor Air Quality Council

New York State Finalizes Mold Report!

The New York State Toxic Mold Task Force Report to the Governor and Legislature has been finalized. The twelve-
member task force produced a 150-page report, which is available as a PDF at:

http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/air/mold/task_force/docs/final_toxic_mold_t ask_force_report.pdf

ACAC believes the task force has summarized and produced documentation that everyone in the IAQ industry can use
their everyday tasks. In short, we recommend you download this document and include it in your professional library.

_______________ _____________
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NEWS from
CPSC and HC
U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission
www.cpsc.gov

Health Canada
www.hc-sc.gc.ca

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 12, 2011
Release #11-096

Firm's Recall Hotline: (888) 624-1901
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

HC Media Contact: (613) 957-2983

White-Rodgers Recalls Home Heating and Cooling Thermostats Due to Fire Hazard

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and Health Canada, in cooperation with the
firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop
using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled
consumer product.

Name of Product: Programmable thermostats

Units: About 180,000 in the United States and 8,300 in Canada

Manufacturer: White-Rodgers of St. Louis, Mo.

Hazard: The programmable thermostats constantly charge the backup AA batteries used to power the thermostat’s
clock. This can cause the batteries to leak, resulting in a fire hazard.

Incidents/Injuries: The firm is aware of three incidents involving minor property damage. No injuries have been
reported.

Description: This recall involves all White-Rodgers programmable thermostats with model numbers 1F88-XXX and
1F85RF-275 and date codes beginning with 05, 06, 07, 08, 09 and 1001 through 1039. The model number is printed on
the thermostat’s front pull-down panel door. The date code is located inside the removable front cover. White-Rodgers
and/or the utility company’s name and logo are printed on the front of the thermostat. These thermostats were able to
be controlled by power companies in homes that took part in energy demand reduction programs.

Distributed by: More than 40 utility companies to consumers nationwide who took part in energy conservation
programs and by various HVAC wholesalers for about $150.

Manufactured in: China
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Remedy: Consumers should immediately remove the two AA batteries from the thermostat and contact White-Rodgers
for a free repair kit. If battery removal causes changes in furnace operation, contact White-Rodgers.

Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact White-Rodgers toll-free at (888) 624-1901 between 7 a.m. and
6 p.m. CT Monday through Friday or visit the firm’s website at www.regcen.com/Thermostat

Note: Health Canada's press release is available at http://cpsr-rspc.hc-sc.gc.ca/PR-RP/recall-retrait-eng.jsp?re_id=1217

Location of Model Number

Location of Date Code - Inside Front Cover

CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to this product recall or
involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx

_______________________________________
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CT Licensed Home Inspectors,
Renewal is coming in June 2011

The "CT Law Seminar" Online!
This is the Required "Ct Law Course" (3hours) for license renewal each cycle.
Take it in the confines of your office or home. No travel time or travel expenses

Top Quality at the Least Expense price anywhere!

On our web site: Click on "Select a State", "Connecticut", then select:

Connecticut Law Seminar Purchase Page

Get your Continuing Education Certificate Now!

IPG Members: $35 Interns: $40 Licensees: $45

Course Developed by Bernie Caliendo (former CT Licensing Board Chairman 03-08) with impute and review by
Attorney Kent Mawhinney

This course meets the minimum requirements as set forth by the CT Home Inspection Licensing
Board

The benefits and savings of this course is a no brainer!

Although not required for interns, some material in this course may contain material in the CT Law Exam required to
obtain your license.

$$$ Special Savings $$$
Join IPG now at the regular yearly price and your membership will be extended thru Feb 2012

Then take the required CT Law Course online at the member’s price of only $35
And enjoy all our membership benefits!

_______________________________________

NEWS from CPSC

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
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Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 6, 2011
Release #11-086

Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 325-4204
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908
Firm's Media Contact: (847) 460-8620

ITT Water Technology Recalls Pumps Due to Electric Shock/Electrocution
Hazard

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named below,
today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled products
immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product.

Name of Product: Sump Pumps and Effluent Pumps

Units: About 21,000

Importer: ITT Water Technology, Inc., of Seneca Falls, N.Y.

Hazard: Sump pumps installed without ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection can pose an electric shock or
electrocution hazard if touched by the consumer. IF YOU SUSPECT THAT YOU HAVE ONE OF THE RECALLED
PUMPS AND IT IS PLUGGED IN, DO NOT TOUCH IT, THE WATER AROUND IT OR THE SURROUNDING
FLOOR AREA.

For additional information on GFCIs, see http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/099.pdf

Incidents/Injuries: None reported

Description: The recall involves Goulds, Red Jacket and Bell & Gossett Pumps used in residential applications to
pump wastewater and sewage. The pumps are sky blue or red and display the brand names Goulds, Red Jacket or Bell
& Gossett. These pumps were installed in new construction or as replacement pumps between December 2009 and July
2010. The models are:

Goulds ST, PE, PS, PV, GWP, SDSST

Red Jacket RSC, REP, RWW, RVW, RWP, RSDSST

Bell & Gossett SC, 1EC, 2WC and 2VW, MWP and MSDS

Sold through: Goulds, Red Jacket and Bell & Gossett distributors nationwide from December 2009 to July 2010 for
between $280 to $700.

Manufactured in: The pump is manufactured in the United States and the accompanying cord was manufactured in
China.

Remedy: If you have purchased a sump pump between December 2009 and July 2010 and it is sky blue or red, you
may have a recalled pump. DO NOT TOUCH THE PUMP, THE WATER AROUND THE PUMP OR THE FLOOR


